
RURALIA is an international association for the 
archaeology of medieval and post-medieval 
settlement and rural life. It provides a 
conference of current research questions in 
rural archaeology from most participating 
European countries to strengthen the 
exchange of knowledge in, and the 
development of, archaeologically comparable 
studies, and to make archaeological results 
available to other disciplines. The time range 
of RURALIA starts with the Late Antiquity / 
Early Medieval Period (c. 4th c.) and includes 
the post-medieval /early modern period.

The key activity of RURALIA is a conference  
on a specific and topical subject announced 
in an open call for papers. The conference 
takes place every two years in one of the 
participating countries. The conference 
language is English, abtracts will be published 
in German, English, French and the authors’ 
own language. The papers will be published 
in the peer-reviewed conference volume.

The co-ordinating body of RURALIA is 
the RURALIA COMMITTEE, made up of 
representatives of each of the participating 
countries and elected members; it is led by 
the President and an executive committee. 
The association‘s first president was 
Jean-Marie Pesez (1929-1998), whose name 
the conference series now bears. The current 
president is Claudia Theune, Vienna (Austria).

RURALIA is an international association registered  
in The Netherlands, KvK nr. 59152101
Amersfoort, The Netherlands

Bank account: Rabo Bank
IBAN: NL97 RABO 0141 8068 77, BIC: RABONL2U 
Amersfoort, The Netherlands

Contact:
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The RURALIA COMMITTEE Conferences

The central event of the RURALIA association 
are the conferences held every two years in one 
of the participating countries. 

• RURALIA I: 1995 in Prague (Czech Republic):  
A balanced overview of the position and tradition 
of rural archaeology in participating nations.  
(Published in 1996)

• RURALIA II: 1997 in Spa (Belgium): Social and 
economic aspects of medieval rural settlement. 
(Published in 1998)

•  RURALIA III: 1999 in Maynooth (Republic of 
Ireland): Problems of nucleated and dispersed rural 
settlement. (Published in 2000)

• RURALIA IV: 2001 in Bederkesa (Germany): The 
peasant house. From the Migration Period to the 
oldest buildings still standing. (Published in 2002)

• RURALIA V: 2003 in Lyons (France): The use of water 
in the rural environment during the Middle Ages. 
(Published in 2005)
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The executive committee is supported by 
the ordinary members, who are made up of 
National Representatives from across Europe 
and elected members. For the up-to-date 
list of members, please see our website:  
www.ruralia.cz

• RURALIA VI: 2005 in Szentendre, Dobogókö 
(Hungary):  Arts and crafts in medieval rural 
environment. (Published in 2007)

• RURALIA VII: 2007 in Cardiff (Wales, U.K.): 
Medieval rural settlement in marginal 
landscapes. (Published in 2009)

• RURALIA VIII: 2009 in Lorca (Spain):  
Processing, storage, distribution of food - food 
in medieval rural environment. (Published in 
2011)

• RURALIA IX: 2011 in Götzis (Austria):  
Hierarchies in rural settlements. (Published in 
2013)

• RURALIA X: 2013 in Smolenice Castle (Slovakia): 
Agrarian technology in the medieval 
landscape. (Published in 2016)

• RURALIA XI: 2015 in Clervaux (Grand Duchy of 
Luxembourg): Religion, cults and rituals in 
the medieval rural environment. (Published in 
2017)

• RURALIA XII: 2017 in Kilkenny (Republic of 
Ireland): Transitions and transformations in the 
medieval and early modern countryside.

• RURALIA XIII: 2019 in Stirling (Scotland, U.K.): 
Seasonal Settlements
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